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Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that we are 
meeting on Treaty 6 territory and 
the homeland of the Métis, pay 
respects to Elders and Knowledge 
Keepers, past and present.

Winter on the Muskeg, Vanessa Hyggen





“Climate change is a threat to human well-being 

and planetary health... There is a rapidly closing 

window of opportunity to secure a liveable and 

sustainable future for all... The choices and 

actions implemented in this decade will have 

impacts now and for thousands of years.”

— Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (2023)

The Time to Act is Now



Climate Change Impacts | Canada

1976-2005 2051-2080 
(low carbon future*)

2051-2080 
(high carbon future)

Source: www.climateatlas.ca, Prairie Climate Research Centre

Number of “Very Hot Days” 
(>30°C)

* Assumes the collective global action drastically reduces greenhouse gas emissions

http://www.climateatlas.ca


Climate Change Impacts | Saskatchewan

7 days >30°C
1976-2005

13.8 days >30°C
2021-2050

(low carbon future)

19.1 days >30°C
2051-2080

(low carbon future)

29 days >30°C
2051-2080

(high carbon future)

Source: www.climateatlas.ca, Prairie Climate Research Centre

http://www.climateatlas.ca




Youth Want Change

● 48% of Canadian young people were extremely or very worried 

about climate change

● 66% say climate change makes them feel afraid

● 63% say climate change makes them feel anxious

● 58% say climate change makes them feel helpless

● 56% say climate change makes them feel powerless

● 64% think the government is not doing enough to avoid climate 

catastrophe

● 48% think the government is betraying them/future generations

Source: Galway & Field (2023)



Who leads climate change activities in schools. 

A Call from Youth for School 
Leadership on Climate and 
Sustainability Action

Source: Galway & Field (2023)



How are school leaders playing a part in 
enabling action, resilience, and hope - with and 
for young people and their communities? 



A Whole 
School 
Approach to 
Sustainability 
and Climate 
Action

School 
Governance

Source: Adapted from the Victorian Government (2023) Environmental Sustainability in Schools Policy



● During the presentation, jot down notes for 
what the whole institution domains could 
look like in your school

● Discussion on:

○ What inspires you in each domain?

○ What creative ideas do you have?

○ How might you overcome 
implementation hurdles?

○ What can you do take to increase 
sustainability and climate action in your 
school?

bit.ly/3JFbSnh



bit.ly/3JFbSnh



bit.ly/3JFbSnh



● Distribute responsibility for sustainability across the school 

community

● Co-develop school’s mission, vision, and value statements 

to include sustainability and climate action

● Co-develop school policies and strategic plans to include 

sustainability and climate change mitigation and adaptation 

actions

● Support staff and student creativity and risk-taking in 

developing sustainability and climate initiatives across 

whole institution domains

● Encourage student involvement in civic activity related to 

sustainability and climate change

● Support teachers and students to access resources

● Build time for sustainability and climate education into 

school timetables

The entire school and its leadership 

have an overall focus on advancing 

sustainability and climate action, as 

indicated in the school mission, vision, 

and plans

School Governance



● School’s creative administrative leadership led to 

adaptation of sustainability initiatives to fit a funder’s 

non-sustainability priorities

● Strong school interest in developing sustainability projects

● Local and regional funding priorities were on 

entrepreneurship

● School leadership adapted sustainability projects to fit 

provincial and school district level policies related to 

entrepreneurial competencies

● Successfully accessed funding for sustainability projects, 

even though project outcomes were not business-related

Governance | Funding Sustainability through 
Entrepreneurship Competencies in School 1



Governance | Sustainability Policy through Biking in 
School 2

● Sustainability incorporated into the official school 

plan, followed provincial and school division policy 

mandates

● School-wide program intentionally aligned with 

school division active transportation commitments

● ‘The most striking feature of the principal’s office 

was the corner where multiple bikes and a child’s 

scooter were stored. During one of our meetings, 

students poked their heads in the office to ask Mr. H 

about retrieving their “wheels.” … Instead of an 

off-limits space reserved for student discipline, 

through the addition of the student bikes, the office 

became a space for principal-student collaboration’



● School’s principal decided early in her administration to diffuse 

the school’s sustainability leadership

● Strong whole school sustainability policy uptake due to 

relationships amongst staff, students, and school environment

● The co-created sustainability vision had broad support from 

the school community

● The principal initiated and maintained sustainability projects, 

introduced a timetable slot dedicated to sustainability, forged 

collaborative environment

● Widespread integration of sustainability into teaching 

● Reduced precarity and burnout often associated with 

sustainability initiatives 

Governance | Distributing Sustainability Leadership in 
School 3





● Promote sustainable transportation (e.g., discourage car 

use, install bike sheds, implement anti-idling policies)

● Reduce water consumption using low-flow technology and 

reduce electricity use

● Work with school building authorities to transition to 

renewable energy 

● Promote sustainable food and waste management 

practices (e.g., meat-free cafeterias, locally sourced food, 

water bottle fountains)

● Promote increased biodiversity through activities such as 

school gardens and bee habitats

● Improve communication networks so schools can quickly 

respond to changing conditions in case of fire or floods

Schools model sustainability through 

management of school infrastructure, 

facilities, and grounds

Facilities & Operations



● This school infuses a focus on sustainability and climate 

change into its very structure, as well as curricula, teaching, 

and leadership

● The ‘earthship’ school building was built by the local 

community using sustainable materials

● Built on a coastal lagoon and UNESCO reserve

● Students and the community are responsible for the 

school’s maintenance

● Children at the school become adept at learning and living 

with the natural environment in ways that foster 

sustainability

● Education and environment are fundamentally intertwined

Facilities & Operations | Earthship School



● Partner with a non-governmental organization to co-develop 

climate action plans

● Working with Indigenous Elders to ensure Indigenous 

knowledge and priorities are integrated into sustainability 

learning and action

● Encourage students to meet with local government on  their 

concerns and ideas for climate action

● Work with local businesses to upgrade school infrastructure

● Have field trips for students to learn about local higher 

education institution work to develop sustainability 

innovations

● Partner with local industries to learn about how climate 

change is impacting local economies and livelihoods

● Students write opinion pieces for the local newspaper 

Schools engage and partner with the 

community on sustainability and 

climate action initiatives

Community Partnerships



Community Partnerships | Super-Connector Teachers

“All those connections happen 

organically. They sort of 

evolve, you keep putting links 

in your chain and your chain 

keeps getting bigger and 

stronger and longer and it’s 

pretty fantastic.”

— Teacher, Manitoba (SEPN, 2023)

● Teachers and principals commonly mentioned community 

partnerships when asked about sustainability education 

practices in their school

● School staff in rural areas more commonly discussed 

partnerships than those in cities

● Teachers mentioned 2 unique partners and principals 

mentioned 0.85 partners

● However, some “super-connector” teachers mentioned 8 

or more partners

● Community connections often ‘snowball’ when a school is 

open to partnerships



● Curriculum & entry points

● Learning dimensions

● Relational learning

● Indigenous knowledge & justice

● Examples

Sustainability and climate change are 

addressed in curricula and academic 

programs, inside and outside the 

classroom

Teaching & Learning



Environment, Sustainability, & Climate Change Content

Grade 9 Science & Social Science Curricula

Worldwide (85 Countries) Canada



Environment, Sustainability, & Climate Change Content

Grade 9 Science and Social Science Curriculum Grade 3 & 6 Science and Social Science Curriculum



Climate Change 
Content in Grade 3, 6, 
and 9 Science & Social 
Science Curriculum



Sustainability & Climate Change in the SK Curriculum

Source: Grade 3, 6, & 9 Science Curriculum

Source: Grade 6 Social Science Curriculum

Source: Grade 9 Science Curriculum



Learning Dimensions

Source: Grade 3, 6, & 9 Social Science Curriculum

Source: Grade 3 Social Science Curriculum



● Quality sustainability and climate 

education focuses on relationships 

● Relationships with the places we are in 

and how they are being affected by 

climate change

● Relationships among people in and 

across communities

● Relationships with the stories we tell 

about the past and our possible futures

Relational Approach to 
Sustainability Learning



Indigenous Knowledge & Justice

Source: Grade 3, 6, & 9 Science Curriculum

Source: Grade 3, 6, & 9 
Social Science Curriculum

Source: Grade 9 Social Science Curriculum

Source: Grade 3 Science Curriculum



● Creating a school-wide student-produced radio show that 

explores sustainability and climate change issues

● Telling stories through song, poetry, performance, and 

animation to understand and inspire action on climate 

change

● Undertaking experiential learning in local wild spaces to 

explore climate impacts

● Establishing partnerships with Indigenous groups to 

provide land-based learning for students

● Using digital storytelling to shift narratives about climate 

change

● Having intergenerational conversations to learn about how 

traditional knowledge is adapting to a changing climate 

● Creating art using litter found in local parks

Sustainability and climate change are 

addressed in curricula and academic 

programs, inside and outside the 

classroom

Teaching & Learning



● Discussion

○ What inspires you in each domain?

○ What creative ideas do you have?

○ How might you overcome 
implementation hurdles?

○ What will you do take to increase 
sustainability and climate action in your 
school?

bit.ly/3JFbSnh



Sustainability Leadership in Schools



● Sharing responsibility 
across the school 
community

● The entire school 
becomes sustainability 
champions

● Transformative change 
helps to mainstream 
sustainability

● A school culture of 
sustainability has been 
created

School Sustainability Leadership | Distributed Model





Leading for Action

“Some people say that we should study to 

become a climate scientists so we can 'solve the 

climate crisis.' 

But the climate crisis has already been solved. 

We already have all the facts and solutions. 

All we have to do is to wake up and change.”

— Greta Thunberg (2018)
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Thank you

Sign Up to 
Learn More
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