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Delegates are invited to engage in open conversations, have opportunities to collaborate in
meaningful discussions, and make connections at provincial and national levels.

Pre-Congress Workshop

Responding to Mental Health Issues in Our Schools
Providing safe, caring, and responsive learning environments is everyone’s responsibility. “According to the
Mental Health Commission of Canada (2013), between 15% and 25% of our children and youth suffer from
at least one mental health problem or illness,” as cited by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation (2018). These
statistics identify the urgency to have conversations about mental health and the challenges that our youth
and their educators are facing in today’s classrooms.
This interactive workshop will focus participants’ actions on how to decrease the stigma of mental health
issues and increase understanding and awareness.
Dr. Jody Carrington and a panel of mental health advocates will facilitate a discussion on the critical
components of mental health wellness in the classroom and how to best support the well-being of students
and educators.

Keynote Presenters
Chancellor Roy Romanow

Keeping Our Rural and Remote Communities Vibrant
Chancellor Roy Romanow will address the need for innovative leadership with a focus on
courageous conversations, collaborations, and connections to stimulate our thinking on
“why rural matters.” Learning from his experiences and contributions to transformational
changes in health care, Chancellor Roy Romanow will share what matters in keeping our
rural and remote communities vibrant.
The Honourable Roy Romanow, P.C., O.C., S.O.M., Q.C., served in public office in Canada for more
than 30 years. He served as Deputy Premier, Attorney General, Leader of the Opposition, and
Premier of Saskatchewan. Chancellor Romanow, an officer of the Order of Canada and recipient of
the Saskatchewan Order of Merit, is the recipient of numerous honourary degrees from Canadian
universities. In November 2016 he was installed as Chancellor at the University of Saskatchewan.
Currently, Chancellor Romanow is a Senior Fellow in Public Policy in the Department of Political Studies
at the University of Saskatchewan.

Dr. Jody Carrington

Managing Rural School Wellness through Conversations, Collaborations, and Connections
Dr. Jody Carrington will share innovative strategies to manage school wellness
challenges that rural and remote schools face every day. Rural schools are the “grounding
point” of many communities. Responding to the demands to keep our communities
connected, our ability to look after each other is going to require innovation like never
before.
Dr. Carrington is a clinical psychologist who grew up in rural Alberta and worked on the Mental Health
Inpatient and Day Treatment Units of the Alberta Children’s Hospital in Calgary for 10 years. She is now
pleased to be back in a rural setting, working in private practice and consulting with school divisions
provincially and nationally.

Dr. jay Wilson

Examining the Rural Education Innovation Advantage
Innovation is necessary for anyone or any organization planning to be successful.
Dr. Wilson will discuss the innovation opportunities rural education affords. He will
also explain how a rural perspective is vitally important for all educators in the design
of learning environments.
Dr. Jay Wilson is an Associate Professor and Head of the Department of Curriculum Studies at the
University of Saskatchewan. He was recognized by the University of Saskatchewan in 2015 with the
Master Teacher Award and he received the 2012 international Desire2Learn TM Innovation Award for
Teaching and Learning. In 2017, he was honoured with the 3M National Teaching Fellowship, which is the
highest teaching honour in Canada.

“Innovation in Action”
Bus transportation provided for site visits on Tuesday, March 27
9:00 a.m.
Meet at designated transportation pick-up point
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. On-site visitation
Noon
Return to designated transportation pick-up point

Innovative Course Delivery E Sun West Distance Learning Centre, Kenaston, SK
Visit the Sun West Distance Learning Centre (DLC) and Kenaston School to explore the impact of online
learning on a rural school division and better understand how human and digital resources have been
used to facilitate personalized learning across the Division. On the tour, you will learn how:
• Personalized electronically Blended Learning (PeBL) has drastically changed the student learning
experience, benefitting both the student and the teacher,
• Online learning is supported in Sun West high school environments,
• Sun West DLC’s centralized model fosters collaborative teaching practices and new course
developments, and
• DLC staff and resources provide support to all Sun West teachers, effectively mitigating a host of
challenges that typically impact rural schools.
Check out the background on PeBL at http://www.sunwestpebl.ca/.

Innovative Partnerships E Stonebridge Community, Saskatoon, SK
Visit a Joint-Use P3 facility shared by Saskatoon Public Schools and Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools
that includes a public school (Chief Whitecap School), a Catholic school (St. Kateri Tekakwitha), as well
as a 90-space daycare and community programming space.
• In partnership with the Whitecap Dakota First Nation (WDFN), Chief Whitecap School welcomes
students in grades 5-8 from WDFN, located just south of Saskatoon, and K-8 students from the
surrounding Stonebridge community.

Innovative PartnershipS & Program
E St. Mary’s Wellness and Education Centre, Saskatoon, SK
• This initiative is a partnership project with Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools, Saskatoon Tribal
Council and the Department of Pediatrics in response to health disparities research in Saskatoon.
• The whole-school wellness initiative reduces barriers to students and families accessing pediatric
services within the context of the school.
• Integrated learning, cultural, and wellness programming ensures that factors that distract from
school participation and success are identified early and appropriate interventions are deployed.
• Unique partnerships with post-secondary education and community wellness practitioners
provides a sustainable model that maximizes resources available to the community.

Innovative PARTNERSHIPS & Program
E iGen, Sherbrooke Community Centre, Saskatoon, SK
Visit an innovative intergenerational program offered through a partnership between Saskatoon Public
Schools and the Sherbrooke Community Centre.
• A first of its kind in Saskatchewan and unique in Canada, iGen sees grade 6 students spend a full
school year in an inquiry-based program at Sherbrooke Community Centre, a home for people
requiring specialized care.
• This place-based education program allows students to interact with and learn from the Elders at
Sherbrooke every day.
Check out the background on the iGen program at www.saskschoolboards.ca/wp-content/uploads/
pa16spsd.pdf.

Innovative LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES E Lake Vista School, Martensville, SK
Visit a Prairie Spirit School Division Joint-Use P3 School where classrooms have been partnering with
Apple and the school division Tech Team to provide opportunities for innovative learning experience in
classrooms.
• One of eighteen schools constructed in Saskatchewan aimed to accommodate growth in
Saskatchewan’s education sector.
• Visit classrooms where the focus is on bringing innovation to everyday life. #learningforlife

@usaskselu

2018 National Congress on Rural Education in Canada
REGISTRATION
THE REGISTRATION FORM IS AVAILABLE ON THE
RURAL EDUCATION WEBSITE: www.selu.usask.ca/ruraled
Registration includes:
• Sunday 7:00 pm opening and reception;
• Breakfast and lunch (Monday);
• Three keynote presentations;
• 20 concurrent sessions on current issues in rural schools; and
• Important conversations about rural and remote education.
Registration.........................................................................
Students................................................................................
Presenters............................................................................
School and Community Council (SCC) Member....
(3 SCC Members Bundle)...............................................
Pre-Congress Workshop.................................................
Education Site Visits........................................................

$350.00 plus GST
$250.00 plus GST
$250.00 plus GST
$250.00 plus GST
$600.00 plus GST
$ 70.00 plus GST
$ 40.00 plus GST

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
Hotel rooms will be held at listed price until Feb. 23, 2018

Delta Bessborough
Hilton Garden Inn
Holiday Inn
Park Town

(306) 244-5564

Radisson Hotel
Sheraton

P:

(306) 244-5521

(306) 244-2311

(306) 986-5000

P:
P:

P:

P:

P:

TF:

TF:

TF:

1-800-268-1133............................................. $142.00 Single/Double

1-877-782-9444.............................................. $129.00 2 Queens

1-800-465-4329...................................................... $159.00 King

1-800-667-3999.......................................................... $139.00 1 Queen

(306) 665-3322

(306) 652-6700

TF:

TF:

TF:

1-800-333-3333................................................. $129.00 Queen

1-888-627-8184............................................................. $149.00 Queen

Please advise the hotel that you are registering with the National Congress on
Rural Education in Canada to receive the above rates.

Congress-at-a-Glance
Sunday, March 25th, 2018

Monday, March 26th, 2018

Tuesday, March 27th, 2018

Pre-Congress Workshop
2:00 - 4:30 pm
Responding to Mental Health Issues
in Our Schools

Breakfast – 7:15 am

Innovation in Action
Education On-site Visits
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Registration – 6:00 - 7:00 pm
TCU Place
Congress Opening and Keynote
Address
7:00 - 8:30 pm
Chancellor Roy Romanow

Keynote Presentation – 8:00 - 9:30 am
Dr. Jody Carrington
Concurrent Sessions
9:45 am - 12:00 pm

Breakout Session
Focus Zones

Lunch – 12:00 - 1:00 pm
Concurrent Sessions – 1:00 - 3:15 pm
Keynote Presentation – 3:30 - 4:30 pm
Dr. Jay Wilson

Reception – 8:30 - 9:30 pm
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Innovative Leadership
Education Sector Strategic Plan
Wellness
School Community Councils
Truth and Reconciliation
Student Engagement
Award Winning Educational
Practices

Presented by:
Department of Educational Administration, College of Education,
University of Saskatchewan

