
Saskatchewan Principals Summer Short Course

July 2018



Your definition . . . 

What is a disability?

What does it mean to have a 
disability?



DEFINING DISABILITY

 The Lay Discourse

 Assumes that “life must be awful for those with disabilities” (Fraser & Shields, 2010)

 Those with disability are “kept away” from mainstream

 This discourse can persist in regular classroom when an educational assistant is assigned 
to work solely with a student with a disability and they become a separate ‘couple’ within 
the class



DEFINING DISABILITY

 The Charity Discourse

 Assumes that individuals with disabilities need to be cared for and 
protected

 Appeals to benevolence to “alleviate suffering” (Fraser &  Shields)

 Charity reinforces feelings of inadequacy and helplessness



 The medical model

 Disability is viewed as a deficit; a problem; a pathology

 that originates and exists within the individual

 and needs to be treated, remediated, or fixed so that the 
individual can become closer to ‘normal’. 

 The focus is on the individual’s limitations.

 When this model is applied to education, if the student can’t 
“keep up”, they are excluded.

Barnes, C., & Sheldon, A. (2007). Emancipatory disability research and special educational 
needs. In L. Florian (Ed.). The Sage handbook of Special Education (pp. 233-245). Thousand 
Oaks: Sage. 



 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxrS7-I_sMQ

In this brief video clip, Stella Young talks about the objectification of disability and 
disability as “inspiration”

As you watch and listen, make note of at least one comment and one question.  



What’s holding us back?



 Concerns about outcomes for students with/without disabilities

 Inclusive education may not be clearly defined

 Beliefs (e.g., about disability, self-efficacy, education)

 Teachers feel ill-prepared to teach to the range of needs within their 
classrooms 

 Roles & responsibilities

 Inclusive education was initiated from the field of special 
education. 
 There is concern that the traditional model of special ed. is simply being 

relocated to the regular classroom

 There is a call for inclusion to be embedded within school-wide reform 
initiatives



 Research on outcomes for students with and without disabilities 
reports:

(a) Overall, there are no adverse effects or differences in the 
achievement of typically developing peers when students with 
exceptionalities are placed in the regular classroom; 81% of the 
studies reviewed reported positive or neutral effects (Kalambouka, 
Farrell, Dyson, & Kaplan, 2007)

(b) the inclusive classroom environment is more positive (or no 
different) than segregated settings for students with learning 
disabilities, intellectual disabilities, and language impairments 
(Canadian Council on Learning, 2009); 

(c) children who are educated in highly inclusive settings are in better 
health, enjoy going to school more, progress more quickly in school, 
and interact more positively with peers compared to students 
educated in low inclusive settings (Timmons & Wagner, 2008).



Inclusive education means that all students attend and are welcomed by their 
neighbourhood schools in age-appropriate regular classes are supported to learn, 

contribute and participate in all aspects of the life of the school” 

(Inclusive Education Canada, http://inclusiveeducation.ca/about/what-is-ie/ )

 Full participation in the academic experiences of the classroom

 Being a full and respected member of the classroom community (Sokal & Katz, 2015).



 Is inclusive education clearly defined? What does it 
say? What does it not say? Is anything missing? 

 Is inclusive education required in policy/legislation or 
is there latitude to provide programs and supports in 
segregated settings?

 What are your views on the policy/legislation? What, if 
anything, would you change?



Saskatchewan

(9) A board of education or the conseil scolaire, as the case may be, shall take steps to 
reasonably accommodate a pupil with intensive needs in the regular program of 
instruction.

(10) If, after taking the factors listed in subsection (11) into consideration, a board of 
education or the conseil scolaire determines that the learning needs of a pupil with 
intensive needs cannot be reasonably accommodated in the regular program of 
instruction, the board of education or conseil scolaire shall ensure the provision of 
educational services by means of a special program to meet the learning needs of the 
pupil.

(11) The following factors are to be considered for the purposes of subsection (10):
(a) whether or not the pupil is medically fragile;

(b) whether or not the pupil poses a risk of harm to himself or herself or to others;

(c) the educational needs of all pupils;

(d) the cost of providing special educational services to accommodate the pupil in the regular 
program of instruction.

The Education Act 1995 (amended 2017), sections 178 (9), (10), (11).



Saskatchewan Ministry of Education 
(2017). Inclusive Education. Available at: 

http://publications.gov.sk.ca/documents/1
1/99073-Inclusive%20Education-FINAL.pdf



Do the STF Code of Professional Ethics and 
Standards of Practice support an inclusive 

approach to education?

https://www.stf.sk.ca/sites/default/files/code_of_professional_ethic
s.pdf

https://www.stf.sk.ca/sites/default/files/standards_of_practice.pdf



Issues

 Inclusive education is not clearly defined

 Teachers feel ill-prepared

 Beliefs (about disability & inclusion)

 Inclusive education is the relocation of 
special education

 Time & Resources

Actions

 Develop a clear definition that is 
accessible to all

 Pre-service education & ongoing 
professional development that is 
embedded in the daily lives of teachers

 Provide opportunities to examine beliefs 
and assumptions; provide information to 
address myths & misconceptions

 Focus on classroom instruction & clarify 
responsibilities at the outset

 Involve school personnel in decision-
making



 Inclusive climate:
 All students belong

 Difference is the norm

 Universally designed curricula

 Diverse and differentiated instructional 
strategies

 Classroom teacher responsibility for the learning of all students

 Continuum of supports

 Collaboration

 Professional development

Social/Emotional 
Learning: 

Developing Learning 
Community

Inclusive 
Instructional 

Practice

Systems & 
Structures

Adapted from: Katz, J. (2012). Teaching to diversity. The three-block model of universal design for 
learning. Winnipeg, MB: Portage and Main Press. 



 What about the culture?

 Who are my people?

 What about the environment?



 Read the IIPs – like really read them and understand where and how learning is 
taking place for students with needs

 Language used in the school

 Location for interventions 

 Be familiar with important documents – bottom of curriculum website Supporting 
All Learners, school division APs on students with intensive needs

 Teacher supervision and EA supervision documents 



 Teamwork

 Professional development and new initiatives

 Extra curricular and field trips



 Student support teacher

 The EA

 Parents

 Classroom teachers

 The students!!!

 Central office personnel



 Social emotional

 Physical 

 Roles and Responsibilities

 What does it look like to be 
included?

 Where?

 Who?

 How?

 Just ‘breathing the air’?

 The EA…




