
The Essential Citizenship Competencies: Questions for Any Occasion 

Many outcomes and issues require students to think contextually, critically, and creatively. This 

can be challenging for teachers and students. The Essential Citizenship Competencies provide a 

useful tool for guiding students’ thinking as they inquire.  

There are 5 ECCs, one for each of the critical components of an issue: 

 ENLIGHTENED  history, backstory, contexts 

 EMPOWERED  forms of power & power dynamics  

 EMPATHETIC  multiple points of view 

 ETHICAL   rights & responsibilities  

ENGAGED  actions which target root causes 

While interdependent, each ECC has its own set of knowledge, skills, and dispositions. 

Below, you will see the Essential Citizenship Competencies (ECCs) expressed in the form of 

questions. These can be applied to outcomes and issues which involve multiple points of view 

and potential controversy. Used sequentially or in jigsaw, they are a tool for culturally 

competent scaffolding of student inquiry. Whether one is examining a narrative or hot current 

events topic, these questions can support students to cultivate deeper understanding of 

themselves, others, and the issue. 
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SPS teachers who use these questions with their students have said:

“I love seeing viewpoints changing in the classroom and students finding understanding 

with each other that wasn’t there before.” 

 “ECC questions allow learning to progress beyond technical skills and knowledge transfer 

to evaluating the significance and implications of knowledge.” 

 “Our conversations are getting deeper and more purposeful.” 



ENGLIGHTENED 

 Dispositional Goal: Students assume that issues have histories and contexts, and seek to 

understand both. 

• What are the Who? What? When? Where? Why? of this situation / dilemma / issue? 
• What led to this? 
• What are the most important things we need to know to understand this situation? 

EMPOWERED 

 Dispositional Goal: Students assume that power matters and investigate the power dynamics 

in a given context. 

• Who has power in this situation? How do you know? 

• Who doesn’t have power in this situation? How do you know? 

• What kind(s) of power are involved here, and how does one get or lose it? 

• What are the implications of the power distribution for different stakeholders? 

EMPATHETIC 

 Dispositional Goal: Students assume that there are multiple points of view and seek to 

understand what is precious to each one. 

• Who are the individuals, groups, institutions, and environments involved in or affected by 

this? 

• How does each one experience and view this situation, problem, or issue? 

• What is most precious to each one? Why?  

ETHICAL 

 Dispositional Goal: Students assume that rights and responsibilities are integral to each 

situation, and examine which are upheld and which are breached. 

• What rights do people have? Why? 

• Are these rights protected or threatened? How? With what consequences? 

• What responsibilities do people have? Why? 

• Are these responsibilities being met or ignored? How? With what consequences? 

ENGAGED 

Dispositional Goal: Students assume that they have agency and influence as citizens and 

discover ways of using their voice to effect positive change.

• What are the sources and causes of this problem? 

• What are the different changes that could reduce or end the problem? 

• What strategies can I/We/One use to make this change happen? 
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