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from your school? 
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Outcomes

 Understand Citizenship Education resources and Sk. 
Curricular Connections 

 Why is citizenship important? 

 Explore Social Justice Perspectives

 Experience the Essential Citizenship Competencies

 View Concentus website

 Connect to your school setting



Concentus Citizenship Education 



Design Process
Teacher Development Group

K – 12 perspectives

Provincial perspective

Developed by teachers for teachers

Advisory Committee
Ministry of Education

Sask. Universities

FSIN, SELU, SHRC 

LEADS, STF, SSBA 

Vetting Teachers
K- 6 vetting- 2013 -2014

7 - 12 vetting – 2014 – 2016

Provincial Implementation
Teachers, Universities, Post Secondary 
Institutions

Interested school division – 2 year support

Linked to Ministry of Ed Social Sciences 
curricula Jan. 2017

Concentus Citizenship Education Foundation
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Engaged Citizens?
Lifelong Learning?

Connected to Self, Community, and Place    

Broad Areas of Learning
 What are the central ideas in each Broad Area of Learning?

 How are they connected to one another? 

 How are these taught in your classrooms?  

 How are the learnings evident in your school?

 How do these relate to citizenship?



Broad Areas of Citizenship

Engaged 
Citizens

Life Long 
Learning 
Citizens

Citizens connected to
Self, Community, 

and Place

… respect the 
responsibilities of living in 
a democracy.  They 
continue to question, 
critically examine, 
advocate, and defend the 
rights and responsibilities 
of a democracy on multiple 
levels.  

… continue to learn about 
and reflect upon the 
dynamics of on-going 
change.  They understand 
they have a responsibility 
to become appraised of 
current information to 
make reasoned and 
informed decisions.

… value and demonstrate a 
positive connection to self 
and others, are conscious 
of the impact of their 
actions and choices on self, 
community, and place.  
They aim to act responsibly 
and act to redress 
injustice.

Concentus Citizenship Education Foundation



Aligned with 
Sask. Curriculum

Social Sciences Outcomes 
and Majority of Indicators

Inquiries based on 
Understanding by Design 

(UbD) principles

All inquiries linked to the 
Essential Citizenship 

Competencies

• Provides a framework for 
incorporating Social Science teachings  
through a citizenship lens that 
incorporates the Broad Goals of 
Learning

• Provides First Nations and Métis 
perspectives and links to the Treaty 
Essential Learnings

• Supports critical and reflective 
thinking 

• Supports constructivist learning

• Identifies cross-curricular connections 
to other subject areas 

Concentus Citizenship Education Foundation



Why Do This?

Hate crimes are classified as those motivated by 
hatred towards an identifiable group, such as those 
of a particular race, gender identity, sexual 
orientation or age.

Hate crimes surged in Canada last year, led by 
growth in incidents targeting the Muslim, Jewish 
and black populations – a spike one leading expert 
calls “staggering.”

The number of police-reported hate crimes rose 47 
per cent last year, to 2,073 – the highest level since 
comparable data began in 2009, Statistics Canada 
said, with the biggest rises in Ontario and Quebec.

Last year marked the fourth consecutive year of 
increases. Both violent and non-violent hate crimes 
grew in 2017; hate-related property crimes led the 
gains, while there was also growth in incitement of 
hatred, threats, assaults and harassment.

Tavia Grant, Globe and Mail
November 29, 2018

B’Nai Brith Antisemitism Report 2018 



Think about… Talk about…

 What changes are you noticing in your schools as a 
result of the changing demographics in your 
schools?

 What impact does that have on your work as an 
administrator?

 Identify the top 2 changes and resulting impact on 
your work as a school based administrator.



Approaches to Social Justice Education

Justice-Oriented

Citizens

Participation

Personal Responsibility
“I/we donate food to a food 
drive.”

“I/we work with others to organize a food 
drive.”

“I/we investigate the root causes of hunger 
and advocate systemic solutions.”

ECCs take us here!

Without ECCs we 
are limited to . . .



Thinking about Citizenship from a 
Social Justice perspective

1. Read through the prompt

2. With the members of your group –

Think about… Talk about…

Why does this item resonate with you?

What are the related citizenship issues?

How would you explore this in your classroom?  In your 
school?



'It's really disgusting': Saskatchewan Rush player shocked 
after U.S. lacrosse fans shout about scalping brother
Announcer loses job after saying 'let's snip the ponytail' about lacrosse player 
Lyle Thompson.

A lacrosse game in Philadelphia over the weekend turned ugly. The usual razzing and taunting turned racist. 
Georgia Swarm's Lyle Thompson was harassed by fans and even by the announcer over his braid. Braids are a 
family and cultural tradition for Thompson and his four brothers who all play lacrosse. 

Thompson’s brother Jeremy, a member of the Onondaga Nation in New York, and a player for the 
Saskatchewan Rush in Saskatoon, said he was shocked. "This issue is a lot bigger than I thought," he told CBC 
Radio's Saskatoon Morning. "It's saddening to me."

Thompson said his brother had noted the crowd had already started shouting comments about scalping during 
pre-game practice. "It was already there," he said. It fed into what was already there with the fans. 
Culturally, it's more than a long piece of hair. For me, personally, it's a connection to our ancestors."

Since the initial incident, announcer Shawny Hill has been permanently removed from his role with the 
Philadelphia Wings and suspended from his assignments at the Wells Fargo Center. As well, the team has 
vowed to bring in diversity training for all of its employees while the NLL said it has a "zero tolerance policy 
for any derogatory or discriminatory statements."

David Shield · CBC News · Posted: Jan 15, 2019



Annual Audit of Antisemitic Incidents 2018
We are nearly two decades into the 21st century, yet we continue to witness a regrettably 
continuous evolution of antisemitism in Canada.

The year 2018 featured 2,041 incidents of antisemitism recorded in our Annual Audit of 
Antisemitic Incidents, a 16.5% increase over 2017. To put that in stark perspective, this 
represents the third straight record-breaking year for antisemitism in Canada, reflecting a “new 
normal” regarding the landscape of antisemitism here. 

Data from the Audit reflect figures from Statistics Canada indicating that Jews continue to be the 
most-targeted religious community for hate crimes in the country. Not only have we seen a 
significant uptake in online expressions of anti-Jewish hatred, but antisemitism has increasingly 
sprouted in regions that are typically less prone to such prejudices, including Eastern Canada, 
the Prairies and parts of Western Canada. Significantly, 2018 marked the first time Quebec has 
exceeded Ontario—home to the country’s largest Jewish population—in antisemitic incidents.

RAN UKASHI, NATIONAL DIRECTOR

THE LEAGUE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Published in the B’Nai Brith Antisemitism Report, 2018



Essential Citizenship Competencies

Empowered

Ethical

Enlightened
Empathetic

Engaged



Essential Citizenship Competencies

Enlightened
Historical events have an impact on today’s decisions and 
today’s understandings impact our perception and 
interpretation of historical and current events.

Empowered
Governance and public decision-making reflect rights and 
responsibilities,  and promote societal well-bring amidst 
different conceptions of public good.

Empathetic
Diversity is strength and should be understood, respected, and 
affirmed.

Ethical
Canadian citizenship is lived, relational and 
experiential and in Canada, requires understanding 
of Aboriginal, treaty and human rights.

Engaged
Each individual has a place in, and a responsibility to 
contribute to, an ethical civil society; likewise government has 
a reciprocal responsibility to each member of society..



Citizenship Competencies Reflection

Enlightened
What background or context information is needed to understand 
the complexity of this situation/issue?
Identify the key ideas, facts, experiences.

Empowered
Which rules, regulations, policies, laws are involved in this event?
Which governing body developed and implemented them?
Who does the rule benefit?  Who does it harm?

Empathetic
Which points of view do we need to take into account?
What is most important to each one?  Why?

Ethical
Who has rights in this case?  What are they?  Are they being 
honoured? Who has responsibilities?  What are they?  Are they 
being upheld or breached?

Engaged
What should be done to respect the various points of view 
involved while addressing root causes of the problem? What are 
the options?  Which one is best?  Why?



ECC Wrap: 
Using the Essential Citizenship Competencies in 
the Classroom 



'It's really disgusting': Saskatchewan Rush player shocked 
after U.S. lacrosse fans shout about scalping brother
Announcer loses job after saying 'let's snip the ponytail' about lacrosse player 
Lyle Thompson.

A lacrosse game in Philadelphia over the weekend turned ugly. The usual razzing and taunting turned racist. 
Georgia Swarm's Lyle Thompson was harassed by fans and even by the announcer over his braid. Braids are a 
family and cultural tradition for Thompson and his four brothers who all play lacrosse. 

Thompson’s brother Jeremy, a member of the Onondaga Nation in New York, and a player for the 
Saskatchewan Rush in Saskatoon, said he was shocked. "This issue is a lot bigger than I thought," he told CBC 
Radio's Saskatoon Morning. "It's saddening to me."

Thompson said his brother had noted the crowd had already started shouting comments about scalping during 
pre-game practice. "It was already there," he said. It fed into what was already there with the fans. 
Culturally, it's more than a long piece of hair. For me, personally, it's a connection to our ancestors."

Since the initial incident, announcer Shawny Hill has been permanently removed from his role with the 
Philadelphia Wings and suspended from his assignments at the Wells Fargo Center. As well, the team has 
vowed to bring in diversity training for all of its employees while the NLL said it has a "zero tolerance policy 
for any derogatory or discriminatory statements."

David Shield · CBC News · Posted: Jan 15, 2019



Thinking about Citizenship from a 
Social Justice perspective

 Discuss the prompt again using the ECC wrap as a 
framework

 How did the discussion change?

 What new thinking was surfaced?



Citizenship Education 
Resources

 http://concentus.ca/

 Grade Level Resources

 TRC Responding to Calls to Action

 Invitation to Lead and Learn

 Cultural Responsiveness, Honouring Multiple Perspectives

 Discursive Strategies



Citizenship Education 
Resources

 http://concentus.ca/

 Grade Level Resources

 TRC Responding to Calls to Action

 Invitation to Lead and Learn

 Cultural Responsiveness, Honouring Multiple Perspectives

 Discursive Strategies

Jig Saw Activity
 Explain what is there.
 Connect to your work. How would you use it? 



Connect to your School Setting

 What is your school commitment towards developing 
Canadian citizens?

 How could Concentus Citizenship Resources support your 
current school goals? division goals?

 What supports do you need?


