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Top 10 Ways for Families to Support Children’s Reading Development 

1. Enjoy Shared Reading (reading to children, talking about the words and illustrations, 

encouraging “chiming in” where there are rhymes or familiar patterns, taking turns 

reading sections aloud if child is comfortable doing so) 

2. Encourage Re-reading of familiar stories (reading the pictures counts!) 

3. Build Listening and Speaking Vocabulary through fun experiences  

4. Build Sentence Understandings through orally telling experience-based stories 

5. Support Phonics (for decoding words) through oral word games 

 Rhyming 

 Breaking words into syllables 

 Making words through changing first, last, and middle letters 

6. Visit the Library often and help children select books for independent reading and 

encourage them to: 

 Do a “picture walk” before they read 

 Retell the story aloud afterwards or 

Summarize what they learned 

 Predict what might happen next or 

Ask questions to find out more about the topic 

7. Support a variety of “problem solving” strategies when kids meet hard words (see 

strategy bookmark on the back of this sheet) 

8. Encourage “purposeful” writing 

 Pictures and scribbling 

 Pretend alphabet letters 

 Invented spelling with real letters 

 Grocery lists, cards, letters, emails, signs and posters 

9. After an adventure, ask child to draw a picture and tell you what to write underneath. 

Then they re-read this sentence. 

10. Other ideas: what is working for you in supporting reading at home? 
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            Some Great Read-Aloud Books 

 Owls See Clearly at Night by Julie 

Flett (a Michif Alphabet Book) 

 Sing a Song of Mother Goose by 

Barbara Reid 

 Wild Berries by Julie Flett (with 

Swampy Cree and English) 

 The Very Hungry Caterpillar by 

Eric Carle (a captivating, 

repetitive picture book story) 

 Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White (a 

junior novel) 

 A Native American Thought of It 

by Rocky Landon (non-fiction) 

 Tuck Everlasting by Natalie 

Babbitt (a middle-grade novel) 

 Sunwing by Kenneth Oppel (A 

harder middle-grade novel) 

 The Hunger Games by Suzanne 

Collins (a Young Adult novel) 

 Indian Horse by Richard 

Wagamese (an older YA/Adult 

novel) 


